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pledge to develop and implement a policy with mandated timeframes for
prospective registration and public disclosure of the results of clinical
trials that we fund, co-fund, sponsor or support. We each agree to
monitor registration and endorse the development of systems to monitor
results reporting on an ongoing basis. We agree to share challenges and
progress in the monitoring of these policies. We agree that transparency
is important and therefore the outputs from the monitoring process will be
publicly available.

Benefits and costs of requiring public disclosure of results
The benefits of implementing and monitoring policies on public
disclosure of results relate to access to more complete information about
the results of clinical trials. The benefits are summarised below.
The current bias in the reporting of results will be reduced allowing for
more informed decisions in the following areas:
o Licensure/marketing authorization (including risk-benefit
assessments),
o Public health policy recommendation on use (including
cost-effectiveness), and
o Financing decisions by public procurement bodies, and multilateral
agencies
o Optimal implementation and delivery
o Individual treatment choices by doctors and patients
Research funding allocation will be more efficient (avoiding the
current situation, whereby funds may be allocated to answer scientific
questions that have already been answered in unreported clinical
trials, and waste occurs because learning from previous trials cannot
be taken into account in design of current trials)
The development of interventions will be more efficient
Ethical requirements for dissemination of information will be met,
potentially increasing trust of trial participants in the utility of clinical
research
The scientific state-of-the-art will be based on a more complete crosssection of clinical trial data; in particular the many negative clinical
trials will be more available for assessments.
A further benefit is that doctors, professional bodies and the general
public will be able to access the results from a larger proportion of clinical
trials.
Finally patients seeking enrollment in clinical trials will be able to access
results from previously completed clinical trials in their area, as they
make decisions on which clinical trials they may wish to seek enrollment
into.
There will be modest costs associated with public disclosure of clinical
trial results. The costs of disseminating the results of research are a
minor component of the overall costs of conducting such research, and
results reporting is an essential component of the research enterprise.
The resource allocation, public health and scientific benefits - together
with the need to meet ethical imperatives - far outweigh the costs.

1. Introduction
2. Proposed common elements
of agencies' policies on
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