INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH

FORMAT OF

SUMMARY SHEET FOR NEW PROJECT PROPOSALS INOLVING FOREIGN COLLABORATION / ASSISTANCE

1. TITLE OF PROJECT:

2. Name of Indian Institution (s)

3. Name and address of International Agency with which

Collaboration is proposed:

4.     (a)
Name of Indian Principal Investigator(s) and Co-Investigator (s) with designation, Address and Tel. No. / Fax no. / e-mail address:

(b) Number of international collaborative projects (approved by HMSC) being undertaken by the Indian PI  (Title / Funding Agency / Duration)

(c) The outcome of already completed projects during last three years (publications, patents, etc.)

5.
Name of Foreign Collaborating Scientist(s) with designation, Address and Tel. / Fax no. / e-mail address:

6.
Duration of project:

7. (a) Budget in Indian currency:

 Total
         Budget for Indian
Budget          Investigator

i)
Staff



Rs.

ii)
Equipment 


Rs.

iii) Contingency (including
Rs.

chemicals, reagents etc.)


iv) Travel (including 

Rs.

manpower  training)


v)
Miscellaneous


Rs. 

Total



Rs.

(b)
Please give full justification for the budget allocated to Indian Investigator

(c)
Year wise break up of exchange of scientists / technicians with duration of each visit

(i)     Number of visits  (both ways)

(ii) Duration of visits

8. Source of Foreign funds:

9. Objectives of the project:

10. Expected outcomes:

11. Implications for Indian National Health Programmes or Priorities :

12. a) Is there any possibility, however, remote, of use of data, information   or result of the work for military application?

b) If yes, nature of such use may be indicated.

13.  
Did the initiating Institute or the proposer undertake any collaborative   work with any foreign agency in the past and if so, with what result?

14. a)
What is the source of money through which the project will be financed?

b)
Does the foreign source fund such research projects in other countries?

15. Is the foreign source known to have funded research into sensitive / security areas in its own country or in other countries?

16. Is the foreign source an undercover name for some other sponsor?

ADMINISTRATION AND CONTROL OVER PROJECT

17. (a)
Justification of Indian Investigator for collaboration / financial assistance from foreign funding agency

(b) Justification of foreign Investigator for having collaboration with an Indian investigator / institution

18. Who will have the administrative / technical control during the execution of the project?

19. Will the project involve field work which will give scope for a foreign agency to distribute money to the local inhabitants on some alleged ground connected with the project?

20. Will the project involve visits of foreigners to sensitive areas in the country? If so, the area may be spelt out and the duration of stay may also be indicated. Who will clear such visits?

21. Does the project involve fieldwork in a sensitive area of the country either on the borders or in other parts of the country, which may provide scope to foreigners to show an interest with ulterior motives?

22. What will be the other likely places of visits within the country planned by foreign collaborator?

23.    a)
Does the project involve employment or stationing of    foreigners in  India, if so how many and where?

b) Is a background note available on foreigners who will be working on the project in India, and has any of them come to previous adverse notice?

24.
Will any sensitive source material be referred to during the course of the research?

25.
Does the proposal envisage the possibility of import / gift of equipment, chemicals, cultures, organisms or any other biological materials from the collaborating agencies to the Indian group? Has the clearance been obtained from the appropriate authorities?

26.
Does the proposal envisage transfer of any biological material including antigens, anti-sera or entomological specimen to foreign country? If so, specify the purpose and quantity of the biological material (Enclose a Material Transfer Agreement in prescribed format).

27.
Are there any special precautions for safety necessary in the project against materials such as radio-active materials, high environmental pollution and hazard, cytotoxicity to plants, animals and humans; does the work involve creation of special working conditions for safety and for disposal of materials used?

28.
Does the proposal confine itself to experimental work in the laboratory and not extend to field trials involving men, animals, plants and / or environment?

29.
Does the project involve field trials / testing? If so, what are their   details?

30.
Specify the Ethical issues involved, if any (Enclose a copy of the Institutional Ethical Clearance certificate for human subjects/animal experimentation). Please follow the ICMR Ethical guidelines for biomedical research on human subjects.

31.
Are there any features in the proposal which involve special / unusual risks (such as radio activity, recombinant DNA/genetic engineering work, toxic compounds, communicable diseases for plants, animals and humans; chemicals with long half like accumulating in the environment, high explosive chemicals etc.)?

32.
Has the contractual obligation been studied to ensure that there is nothing detrimental or compromising as far as Indian scientific interests are concerned?

33.
Do the terms of collaboration ensure that all data and materials collected are shared with the Indian collaborators? Has a Memorandum of Understanding been signed?

34.
Whether data collected during the course of the project will be disseminated to the foreign collaborative agencies as raw data or analyzed data or whether foreign assistance is being sought for analysis of the data entirely within the country?

35.
a)  Does collaboration involve commitment to allow foreigners  access   to primary data considered sensitive and hence liable to misuse in the wrong hands?

b) Does the project involve the use of Satellite imageries?

36.
Is any commitment to provide the findings of the research to any one outside India without the prior clearance of the technical Ministry concerned implied?

37.
Is the information or data to be collected in the course of the project of such a nature as would affect security or the interests of our country?

38.
Is there any obligation on the part of Indian proposer to supply to the foreign collaborator any information which has some security / sensitivity aspects? If so, what is the justification for over-riding consideration of the project?

39.
Do you think that the results of collaborative research could be commercially exploited? If so,

a) Specify the Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) issues   involved. 

 b) How these issues have been addressed.

40.
Will the research be conducted in accordance not only with the country’s own environmental standards, but with international environmental standards as well?

41.
Will secrecy in the conduct of research be eschewed and the results of the research made public?

42.
Does the collaborating Indian agency or institution have personnel with the requisite qualifications and equipment to concurrently evaluate and monitor the progress of the research?

43.
Is the data to be computerized and incorporated into computerized data banks abroad? If so, will measures be taken to suitably “sanitize” such data? Are these measures satisfactory?
FOR USE BY TECHNICAL DIVISION OF ICMR ONLY

44. Summary of Expert’s comments:

45. Comments:

a) Is transfer of biological material envisaged? 
Yes / No

b) If yes, comments on this (in relation to Guidelines issued   by Ministry of Health & Family Welfare in November, 1997)

c) Whether Institutional ethical clearances have been obtained: (human as well as animal subjects) The ethical clearance certificate to be attached 
Yes  / No

List out the ethical issues involved and comments of Technical Division.

d) Whether issue on Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), if any is agreed to in national interest:



Yes / No

e) Project proposal is:

i)
Administratively in order


:
Yes / No

ii)
Technically in order



:
Yes / No

iii)
International collaboration / Assistance
:Justified/Not Justified

f) Overall comments and recommendations of the Technical Division of (ICMR) highlighting the reasons for collaboration and justification of budget:

