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National Ethics Committees





Publication of a “Provisional code of 
practice for associated reproductive 
technologies.”

Assisted Reproductive 
Technologies Guidelines 
Committee, 2004

Sri Lanka Medical Council 
(SLMC)
http://www.slmedc.lk

Information available on the website.National Bioethics Committee 
(NBC), 2002

National Science Foundation of 
Sri Lanka (NSF)
http://www.nsf.ac.lk

Publication of “New genetics and assisted 
reproductive technologies in Sri Lanka – A 
draft national policy on biomedical ethics.”

Study Group IX, 2000 to 2003National Science and 
Technology Commission 
(NASTEC)
http://www.nastec.lk

One of the functions of the NHRC is to 
promote research ethics.

National Health Research Council 
(NHRC)
Functioning under the Education, 
Research and Training Division,
2000

Ministry of Health
http://www.health.gov.lk

Information available on the website.Ethics Committee, 1996Sri Lanka Association for the 
Advancement of Science 
(SLAAS)
http://www.nsf.ac.lk/slaas

Information available on the website.Ethics Committee, 1992Sri Lanka Medical Association 
(SLMA)
http://www.slma.lk
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Institutional Ethics Committees
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1

3
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2004Colombo South Teaching Hospital, Kalubowila

2004National Hospital of Sri Lanka, Colombo

2003Sri Jayewardenepura General Hospital, Nugegoda

2002Sri Lanka College of Paediatricians

2002Lady Ridgeway Hospital for Children, Colombo

2000Medical Research Institute, Colombo

1999Sri Lanka Medical Association

1995Faculty of Dental Sciences, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya.

1995Faculty of Medicine, University of Kelaniya, Ragama

1994Faculty of Medical Sciences, University of Sri Jayewardenepura, 
Nugegoda.

1992Postgraduate Medical Centre, Kandy

1985Faculty of Medicine, University of Jaffna, Jaffna

1984Faculty of Medicine, University of Ruhuna, Galle.

early 1980s*Faculty of Medicine, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya

1981Faculty of Medicine, University of Colombo, Colombo.

Year
Established

Institution





Bioethics Education



Estd. 1870







Bioethics Legislation/Guidelines











Bioethics Activities









Networking and Future Directions



1.To identify common issues faced by ERCs in Sri 
Lanka.

2.To identify solutions for those problems which 
could be sorted out by dialog and 
communication or by consensus between ERCs.

3.To make recommendations to the Ministries of 
Science and Technology, Health, and Higher 
Education on issues which require national 
direction and/or policy planning.

OBJECTIVES



1.The establishment of a central ERC by an Act of 
Parliament.

2. The amalgamation of University ERCs with the 
ERCs of their affiliated Teaching Hospitals.

3. To encourage wider representation of both 
medical and non-medical personnel in ERCs.

RECOMMENDATIONS



FUNCTION OF THE CENTRAL ERC

1. Develop general as well as certain institution 
specific guidelines for composition of 
institutional ERCs, training requirements and/or 
experience of potential institutional ERC 
nominees.

2. Accredit institutional ERCs that confirm to 
guidelines stipulated in (a) above.



FUNCTIONS OF THE CENTRAL ERC

3. Develop guidelines for use by ERCs on matters 
of frontier research and issues where a national 
policy is required and in the following areas 
which are of special significance:
- research in reproductive medicine and genetic 
medicine.
- research where genetic material/resource is 
transferred overseas.
- research involving patient and intellectual 
property rights.



FUNCTIONS OF THE CENTRAL ERC

4. Foster development of ERCs and their resource 
persons by organising regular training 
workshops and training programmes for new 
members and committees.

5. Act as an appeals body for submissions rejected 
by other ERCs.

6. Review involving multilateral/multicentre
research and research involving foreign 
collaboration and monitor progress of such 
research after the approval process is complete.



FUNCTIONS OF THE CENTRAL ERC

7. Maintain a database of all projects received by 
all local ERCs.

8. Encourage dialog between ERCs.

9. Maintain a website.




